
• Another problem is created by bicyclists who ride at
night without lights. Make sure to use headlights and
consider tail lights and other reflective material to
increase your visibility.

• To avoid being hit from behind, become proficient at
looking over your shoulder without swerving. Obtain
a rear view mirror and use it regularly to check traffic.

• On freeways where bicycles are permitted, use only
the shoulders and not the freeway travel lanes. Travel
in the same direction as traffic. Take special care
when crossing on and off ramps since cyclists are not
expected there. Be sure to use hand signals.

Riding Legally

As a bicyclist, you are entitled to all
the rights of the road, but you must
accept the responsibilities, too.

• NEVER RIDE AGAINST TRAFFIC.

• Obey all traffic lights, signs and
other traffic control devices.

• Pull over if you are holding up five
or more vehicles.

• Do not use sidewalks except
where designated as a bicycle path.

• Maintain a safe speed on paths
shared with pedestrians.

• Pedestrians have the right-of-way;
always yield to them.

• Restrictions: Bicycles are not allowed on the SR 240
Yakima River bridge roadway or the SR 395 Columbia
River bridge roadway. Bikes must use the side paths
on these structures.

• Never ride closer than three feet to a parked car. If
you notice someone sitting in a car, move left or be
prepared to stop. The car door may open.

Turning Left Safely:

• Like an auto. Signal and move into
left lane and turn left; or

• Like a pedestrian. Ride straight
to the far side crosswalk, then
walk your bike across.

Avoiding Accidents

• Motorists’ failure to yield the right-
of-way causes 1/3 of all bike/car
co l l i s i on s .  Don ' t  be  t aken
unprepared if a vehicle pulls out
in front of you from a stop sign or
a left turn. The best way to avoid
accidents of this type is to ride in
a straight line and stay where the
motorist expects to see traffic.
Make yourself visible by wearing
brightly colored clothing. Make
eye contact with drivers whenever
possible to clarify your intent and
also to verify their intent to yield.

• Cyclists’ failure to yield accounts
for the other major cause of
car/bike collision. Don't ride out
of driveways without stopping,
run red lights and stop signs, or
turn left in front of cars without
checking for traffic.

• Do not pass cars on the right, especially at an
intersection.

• “Tackweed” or “Goathead” are small thorns found on
a plant (Tribulus terrestris) common to our area.

 These pests can be a problem on city streets as well
as on off-street paths. A rider could install metal “tire
savers” under the caliper brake supports, use thorn-
resistant tubes or Kevlar strips between the tube and
tire or use Slime (a puncture sealant) in your wheels.
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SPONSORS

City of Kennewick
City of Pasco
City of Richland
City of West Richland
Benton County
Franklin County
Ben Franklin Transit
Washington State Department of Transportation
Tri-City Visitor and Convention Bureau
Tri-City Bicycle Club
Chinook Cycling Club
REI
Richland Bicycle & Fitness
Scott’s Cycle & Sport
Port of Benton
Port of Kennewick
Port of Pasco
Benton-Franklin Council of Governments

BICYCLE REPAIR SHOPS

REI
129 North Ely (Highway 395)
Kennewick, WA 99336
(509) 734-8989

Scott’s Cycle & Sport
704 South Ely (Highway 395)
Kennewick, WA 99336
(509) 374-8424

Richland Bicycle & Fitness
1374 Jadwin Avenue
Richland, WA 99352
Uptown Shopping Center
(509) 943-4496 or 1-800-750-8312


